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UNTOLD ROMANGE THAT LED T0 THE D

Once Famous Artist, Who Decora;t;:l-i:’ililadcl
Paris and a Life of Usefulness for the San

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REFUBLIO
lo T. sMe=aoninger, a onoa famous scuiptor,
dled last wreek by his own hand, alooe and

forgotien, after years of voluntary exile ia |
a New Jersey forest. His tragio death will'’

esa hife forever the secret of his

rious exlle From the few wague hints *

which it has been possible to gather from |

his meager effecia, and from random re-
lat fxll to neighbors in years past,
|4 sppear that the sulcide was e
last mad chapter of a ourious romancoa
The scupltor-hermit lived o & spot the

marks

most Ilsclated concelvable, near Ates, N, J, ¢

ve sought lonaly, secluded
to itve, but the last homs of
{ ba expizined on oo such

Other artists ha

places In wh
Menninger o
ground

The of the lest scene of this sad
ramance the tragedy which brought it
to & close was & mean lttle hut of boards
hidden in the forest The location was Gls-
mal snd remcts past belief. The nearest
neighbors were a mile distant, And wars
s with whom Menninger could have

perme
kad
long sinoe glven up bis art, his books, even
his the Jast link to bind

correspondence,
bim with hils frienda
For years be had never callsd upon &
i recsived ocna Of late years be

baoiutely nothing in common He had |

friend or

L drawn oty mnd more ioto himeelfl,
ra né g or speaking with any ona |
Ezoent for the regular letters which brought |
his e rice kis banrkers, be lived
ompletely {solated from the world without

1.eft the World and
His Wealth Behind.

1» sculptor-bermit dled at the age of L+ 3 !

Y s a man of slucation and much ex-
oT had traveled widely, bad worked
~ hm.r-a the time of hls exilse a man of
riph experience. He was, as the saying goes,

barn, and his relatives to-ay are

peaple of wealih and refinement During all
his axlis thers was
gestion of poverty

possessed ©

He i balleved 1o have
nulderuble property--tnore than
pply ail his wanta

1 to forsake a lfe of prom-

succesefully, and would be count- |

not the sllghtest sug- |

gocessful shdenvor, to give up '

the gay life of Parls snd other art centers |
with which be was fumilar, for the barren |

sand dunes of New Jersay can be explained
oo no ordinary grounca

"Was this voluntary exlla, whigh closed
with ths tragedy of sulcide, an sxpiation?
wWas it dlctated by remorse or 'waa it the
result of sn effort to uttsrly forget the

pest In scenss os far removed as possldle |

from those of his former activities and suc- |

censes? What meager evilencs remalns
wonld polnt to this last sxplanstion
While the soulptor-hermit died alone and

forgotten, much of his work Is certaln 10
jive and even rank high in his profession. |

The younger geceration of sculptors has
forgotten Menninger, but & gensration agw
his work was famous. The greater part of
it was dona In Philadelnhin. Bome yeamr
aro, whan tha publiic bulldlng of the Quaker
City was being designed, !t was Meannluger
who was selected and Intrusted with the
modeling of many of tha most important
figures which now appear on It great fa-
cade. Philadelphians are proud of the
Clty Hall, which thay considor the finest
the world.

Heroio Figures Will DBe
Imitated Generations Hence.

To be chozen mmaong rmany compolitor
perform =0 important a part in &
it was, indesd, n great bonor. TI
figures about the portals of the CTity
will doubtisss be admired and imiinted pen.
erations hence, whan the name of thelr
sculptor has long been forgotten

When this work was dons Meunninger was
still comparstively a young man; his future
was silll befors him. With such a success
aiready wmooomplisbed, ths promiss for hia
future was certalnly brilllant. Among the
scanty eMects found in Menninger's little
but after his death wore many letters {rom
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= DOCTOR RICHARD JORDAN GATLING
i Father of the famous Gatling rapid-firing
' ented a machine which he
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DR. GATLING’S AUTO-PLOW MAY REVOLUTIONIZE FARMING.

Saitlement cannot be diguified by the mame
of a village.

A few natives bave bullt rough one-room
shantles for themwselves out among 1he
cak. which covers the sand dunse
re they subsiat by picking wild Ler-
' Tiea In season,
| Board Sides Offered Only
| Protection From the Elements.
retence at farning

There is little

or no §
A Eroup an

fr 1 Dearesg horing shanty tha
once famouns sculplor spent the remalnder
af his life

sculptor has bullt & small *i
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sile of hin hut Just large enough to hold a
bed. It adled a parrow alcove to the single
rocm of his bome It was here that his
body was found

A small doghouss stood beslde the hotse
Thers was no pretense of a fence or a gar-
d¢en. One or two dwarf pines nsardy af-
forded the only shade frum the blinding
fFiare of the sun. Thers was DOt eved a
to the house.
ar of the hermit’'s house was as

|

its exterbor. A rough bed in the
alocove, a table, s single sheif, which heid
& lamp, and a ckair; that was all. Original-

Iy tha carrow shelf had held several bouks,
but the 6ld man had long since loat all in-
| teremt in these—parhaps It was because
they, ton, recalled his past ife, which he
| was secking to forget
hia

death none of thess
It had been said that he
¢ sione, Dut that !s not to Include hie
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HERMIT-SCULPTOR MENNINGER

o)

Voluntary Exile Ended by His Suicide Last Week in a Mean Hut of Boards,
His Only Possession of Interest Being a Picture of a Beautiful Girl.
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dog, of nondeseript breed, which occupied
the little doghouse and was bhis mastars
sole cumpanion for yoara The dog was
found waiching beside the hut when the
old bermit-soulptors body was discoversd.
In the early years of his exile Minninger
Appeared once every two weeka at the vii-
lage post office for Lis mall Throughout
thess Yy#ars a regislered letter contalning
his allowance had been sent regularly every
alternate weekk. But cof lale years the old
man tired of this publicity. The Pom-
master was obliged repeatedly to notify him
of the presence of these letters. At long
intervals, after much urging. the ¢id man
would appear in the viliage, bt
kis mall had been carried (o him

1

| Ha never wandered

Pleasant Word or Smile

for Those He Met.
far from Nl

hut, He would a!t for boure, his &0 his

n
Ly

Ovry Hacz,

[ HILADELPHIA,

Ps

1 that was ever ledrned of bhis reason
for living In this fsciated fashica bas come
down frcm the chance remarks he made
at this time, Those of his Deighbors whe
knew bim before he came to live so
within himeeif recall several pletures

recently | bhooks of a beanty unknown in that

| and the reccllection of them stiil remaloa

|

ttle II'

The old wculptor was especially kind te
e¢hiliren, whom he used to entertaln by
shiowing thess treasurea

No nelghbor who has ever visited the
hermbit's hut ean recall that Re sver re-

| ferre? to Nis past !1f%a. Ha would talk of

| anything eise and <eemed at ujll Umes
| anxious o plemse. but the past was evi-
| dently with him a senled book.
| The touch of luxury In the little hut,
which caught every eve of enivring, was a
pleture, hulg coOnepicuously Lesiie the shelf,
whose DLrightness Juminated Lhe entire
room.
The picture was executsd and fx ol in &
style never pean bLefore o 1 New Jersey

settiomment., It wams a por
woaman, & face of great

beauty, with & certa'n alr of W
The tooks and pletures with wl
minger had at first surrounded b

appearsd, until the littie hut was barren
of all Jdecoration, but the portrait alone re-
matged. It becams dimmed and stained by
time,

Past 8o Long Buaried

Beemed to Haunt Him.

Long ago it became Lthe talk of (he Jiltle
commuujty that the aweet, pad fare of the
pleture, to which the = r nevor o=
frrred, mumt be closeiy co ted wilh the
0id man's sfmnge exils In time this exe

slanation came to e reguarly acvested It
wns mld by some thai e gir! had possd
for Mennloger's best s™mucs and had In-
epired his Le=t work. A resemblance has
been traced between the face and that of
the fcures executed by Menninger on the
City Hall In Philadelphia

It has been thought that tha orizinal of
y ke picture hnd diad and tha

; rew which this—lung ago—br t

p ulptor he lost all interest in iife and

: turied himself in the Jerses fore<ts (o seelk
reltal In unfamillar scenem and snvircn-
menta. Certain It fs that the pleturs alane

remalned In the little hut during long years,
when every other relic of the past was out-
worn of discardsd, dnd after his death the
portralt atill remained. The truth of this
matter, the mysterious romarpce,

with its last traglo chapter, dies with him.
That the sculptor ahould have llved wpo
long !n surroundings which would have
erazed moat people !s remarkable Put the
leneliness of sach an existence, Inevitably
told upon him. With his lonellneens he grew
daspondent and the past so long burfed
seemad to haunt him. To add to hls troubles
toward the end, he suffered acutaly from an
old complaiot In his limbax The neighbors
dlagnosed It a® rheumatlsm. AS n matter
of fact, It was gout, acquired long Years
bafore by very different babits of Hving.
For several weeks befors his death he had
zot been s=en by any one. His remittance

remalned at the Post Offtce uncalled for.

Nelghbor Beat Down Door
and Quenched the Flames.

FHe &led as be had [ived, alone, without
human eompanicdab!p, or sympathy His
nearest nDelghbor, Christian Bchrengruber,
poticed a dense hiark smoks issuing from
the old sculptor’s hut He hurried to the
spot and found the place on fire. There was
no sign of the old man. The door,
was locked, wus beaten down and the fre

;

urated the with coal oll before firing
it He then locked the dor from the
inside, and, lying on the couch where he

bad slept alone for o many years, had
ca'miy ended his lfe. He left no message
behind, verbal or written. Iie dled as he
tad fived, stlent and alone
The local physician was called and notified
the sculptor's relativea. His famlily, It was
tound, lived !n New Tork In the winter,
spending the semmer at thelr comntry
at Hastings on Hudson. They
quickly, directing that the body be prepared
for burfal, and a few RBours later several of
tie family reached ths little settlement
The MNew Settlement had never had snch
visitora, The natives locked on In wondes
while the ladles, In sills and jewels, walked
about the crude bt and wept over the few
relics of the old sculptorn
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wing to automobiling sesems &
: {Wo exiremes Are 0Om-

bined in the

test loventlon of Doctor R.
7. Gatling, ator of the famous rapid-
@ring gus whizh bears his name

At the age of 70, Dostor Gatling has oon-
eelved the ldea of replacing farm horses
with gasoline and changing the adornment
of farmers’ hands from callouses to chauf-
feurs” gloves

In other wordm plowing i to be revolo-
tionized, as was modern warefare

Many years £go the gradie took the place
of the sickie, and that was later driven out
8f the flald by the reaper, which, after &
ort, but ussful ceresr, was replaced by

e self-bMinding barvestsr, Pach in Its
cewsr and better methods, cheapening the
cost of producing wheat During all this
time, while the metbhods of harvesting the
erop were belog #o much bhettersd by intro-
ducing labor-saving machinery, wery little
progress bas been made towards cheapauing
ths cost of preparing the iand for the seed.

It has remained for Doctor Gatling to in-
went & motor-plow, driven by a zunsollne
engine of sufficlent power s propel the
plows at any desired depth between one
and twelve inches, The truck Is built
similar to those trucks used with traction
engines, except that the steam' boller is
replaced by & strong platform on which is

Time and Labor.

e

Implement for Turning

the

s .
IHREE GENERATIONS OF GATLINGS.
The famous inventor, his son, Richard Henry Gatling, and

-

pinosd the gascling sngina It & sonnectsd
with the tractiom gearing by = series of
wheels; to this truck is attached a s=t
of diso plows,

With this machine it is estimated that
one man cal plew from thirty te thirty-
five scres In & day. To plow this =um-
ber of acres in ene day with the ordinary

low would require fifteen men and thirty
horses.

All that is required to operate the Gat-
ling plow I for the farmer (o sit upon
the cushioned sea:! of the truck and work
the controller, which is not unilke thoss

attached tO autcomobiles. If he happens to
be Indisposed, his wile cas lake his plase

his grandson, Addisoh®

Barnes Gatling.

It is gaoerally estimated that the cost of
plowing under ordinary conditions is 1159
per acre, and then the further preparation
¢f the ground by barrowing and roiliag it
©0osls another K cents per acre. By the
process of plowing with the Gatling me-
chine the ground becomes thoroughly pul-
wverizsed and the rolling s not required. Doce
tor Gatling Is baving his plow made In Bt
Louls and Is golng to furm a St Louls
company to carry on Its manufacture and
distribution wthen 1t Is ready for the mar-
ket. As yvet hls plans In this latter respect
bave not assumed definite shape. The sam-
pla plow ia npow nearing completion upd wiil
suvon be ready for Inspection

When seen Al bis residsccs, Noo $880 Lin-

I
dell boufevard, he requested that nothing | for her coolness in the trying situation there

be publisheq about his Invention untll after
the model hns lssen gompleted. e declined
to talk about the wounderful mechan!sm of
the plow, fearing that the publication of
his statements wouid bring numerous in-
quiries, which be said ke would have po
tme o answer just sow,

@ISS HELEN KNEEN
DEFIED LIGHTNING.

VEN a3 Alax once Sefled the l'ghtning.

eo 414 Miss Heien Loulse KEneen of

Derby, Conn, the other day, and
with equal ruccess. Iow she survived the
abock whick caused women to faint and
strong man (o grow pale !s mfl] & nintter
of admiring wonder to ber friends, whils the
young woman laughing!v treats her experi-
ence as enly ene of muany iuteresting iuct-
denta In her short but bright career.

It was at the graduation exercises of tha
class of 1903 of the Derby Iigh B-hool that
t3e thrilling Incident occurred which 13 still
the talk of that reglun of the "Nulmeg
Blate*™

Om the stage of the Eterling Opara-hours
thirteen puplls had gathersd to recelvs
diplomas The prominence of thirteen, co-
incifent with a Friday, had not been re-
garded as destitute of slgnificance by manr
among the audlence of L0 persons, and
Dot & few experienced a decidedly un-
plensant sensation while on the way to ihe )
opera-houss ar they saw black acd angry
clouds and hesrd the rumbling of &lstant
thunder, But conce inside they applauded
ihe thirtean puplis with entbhusiasm.

The first number of the programme, &
chorus by a hundred sehoel ehlldran had
Just been concluded when Miss Kneen
stepped forward to deliver the walediclory
#ddress. Undiamayed by the rattla of ce-
lestial artillery and the vivid fashes of
lightning, she Ltegan:

"“The evening of the I3th of June i3 hers
and g0 are we, with our decorations, our
fresh whits dresses, our !mmaculate shirt
bosome, our patent leathers. But one dread-
ful fear oppresses us. Wa are thirtesen is
number, here on the 13th of the month, and
on & Friday, too. What dreadful thing I»
to befall usT Is It any wonder that we are
en the pins and needles of apprehension™

“Bang!™ went a thunderclap.

Having reached her peroration, Miss
Eneen bad warmed so Impresatvely to har
subject that she stood with wuplifted hand
and the words “pothing to blast™ upon her
lips, whea the eruclal test of her nerve oo-
ourred.

Like a oomet in & clear sky, a ball of
fre shot through an open window and for
& second seamed to polse upon Mise Koeen's
Enger tips, while the auvdience sat spell-
bound with borror. Beveral puplls on the
tier of seats directly bsbicd Miss Knee
falnted,

Pecple could pot grasp the situation. AR
ey thought was that & young girl had
been wtruck by lightning and might dls be-
fore thelr syes. Women gassd on the sight,
terror stricksa beyond the power of action

The coolast, ealmest person in the house
was Aiss Kneen 8uUll standing with up-
lfted arm. ske watched the ball of fire roil
away from bher, and after pursuing =
perpentine courwe, dlsappear at the othes
end of the stage.

“Ag & was saying.” continued Mise Kneen
=but no one heard her. Physiclans and
others were hurrying to the asslstance of
those who had fainted. No one was sericus-
iy burt., and the dispiacement of a few
bricks of the bullding was the only damage
wrought by the electrical flutd,

When, & moment later, Ml Knean con-
cluded her addrams and took her seat, the
audlenoe had recoverad ita composura saf-
ficlantly (o wvent its admirstioa for the
brave young girl in an outburst of applause
which was continved for several minutes.

Mizs Kneen Is & hrooette of medinm
balght, I yeais oid. Many delleve that bul

would have been & panic in the hall

“Frightensd ™ sald ahe when quastioned;
“rot in the least. I &14n’t have tima to ba
PBut 1 conquered the hoodoo, and I am sat-
afled.”

CURIOUS INSTRUMENT
MADE BY A MECHANIC.

Frw men who dsal In sclence from the
abstract standpoint ever evoive anything
practical from thelr theoriea, buot Professor
Opden Hood has proved an exception. An
Eastern mechanio bas constructed, upon

| the professor's suggestion, a musioal Instru-

ment of a docldedly nove! description. Until

| Informad no one won'd ever recogmize the

|
:
|
|
|
|
|

apparatius. It 18 part of the chandeller in
the owner's drawing-room. The basis of
tha affalr is “the sc-called musical Same.
When gns 18 burned In a cyiindrical ehim-
rey of a certain length and width It pro-
duces a musical note. According to the
angie at which tha vapor ia emitted from
there will be sitber a sound or st-

the jm,

lence. A simple contrivance enables the
ewner touching a button to change the
flame from musical to nonmusical st his
wi!l. Thers are thirty lamps In his chande-

lter ro arranged as to make four ootmves
The keyboard i» in a corper of the room.

where It oecuples dut Lttle space and might
casily be taken for a convenlent sheif om
ths wall The music prodoced by the fSames
1s very pleasant It ls mot as loud nor as
vibrant as that from elther wood or bLrasse
wind Instruments, but i» fuller and more
sonorous than a whistle or & fute.

An odd featurs of the Instrument is that
playing on the flames does not vary the
smount of lght produced, the musieal
belng indistinguishabls frem the non-

nun:. that the spectator no-
'l!"::lhi‘.ll & cﬂcbmm?.mﬂodr of wunusual
timbre coming to him from the chande-
Her.

A Beaside Episode.

Hard in band they walked along
Ceside the sunlit sea:

They heard the wavelst's summer = !
A wondrous melody.

»0Oh! Bow T love you, love he mid;
“How @ear you ars to mel™

The malden érooped her pretty head,
But pot & word sald sha

=TIt thou be mine, my love™ satd ha
Whils grasping her soft hand;

=0Ohi don't make love fust now,” mid ahe,
“UMy shoes are full of sand™

ST. LOUIS MEN IN GERMANY.

Rudolph Knlppenbery and Charles Ehlermann of Bt Louis playthy a
with & Germaz friend. Sinos taking the Waters Mr. Knippenbery has
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